
GARDEN CITIES

BACK TO

THE FUTURE 

Welwyn Garden Heritage Trust and the Welwyn Garden City Society Lecture

Kate Henderson, TCPA Chief Executive

30th May 2012

THE FUTURE 



Garden Cities 



the story over the past year…

June 2011
TCPA report

September 2011
Ministerial Response

November 2011
Housing Strategy



the story over the past year… 

April 2012
Nothing Gained 
By Overcrowding!

March 2012
NPPF

March 2012
PM’s speech



why re-discover garden cities?



garden city principles



creating garden cities and 
suburbs today

Five areas for action:

1. Vision, leadership and 

governance

2. Unlocking land

3. Investing in infrastructure

4. Planning ahead

5. Skills coordination and 

delivery



1. vision, leadership and 
governance

• Government leadership

• Local leadership

• Local community 

participation in the scheme participation in the scheme 

development 

• Creating a sense of 

belonging 



2. Unlocking land

Garden cities cannot be 

realised without access to 

the right land in the right 

place at the right priceplace at the right price

Opportunities:
•Public sector land

•Local authority leadership in land 

assembly

•Joint ventures

•Community land trusts 



3. Investing in infrastructure

•A new attitude to sharing  

risk and reward between 

government, councils and 

the private sectorthe private sector

•A pro-active local authority 

approach

•Community investors



4. Planning ahead

•A holistic and flexible 

approach

•Strategic planning and 

localismlocalism

•Community planners 

and builders



5. skills, coordination and 
delivery



thank you and over to 
Patrick Clarke for Patrick Clarke for 

‘everything to be gained’
Further information:

Kate Henderson

Email: kate.henderson@tcpa.org.uk

Website: www.tcpa.org.uk

Twitter: @kateTCPA and @theTCPA

Tel: 020 7930 8903


